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THE EVERLASTING LIGHT
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ADVENT COURSE 2023

Our Advent course this year is being shared with
St Andrew’s, Milngavie, and will be led by Rev
David and Rev Andrea.

It will be held on Thursday r PAULA GOODER
afternoons November 23™ i Foreward by

& 30" and December 7" &
14™ in All Saints choir
vestry at 3.00pm

—r T e — e

We will be using Paula T
MEANING

Gooder’s Advent book

./ -
The Meaning is in the P \\-A l

Waiting which you may
wish to buy beforehand.

COMPLINE

for ADVENT

Service of Night Prayer with short Advent reflection
(from An Advent Manifesto by Martyn Percy)

MONDAY EVENINGS

December 4™ 11* and 18"
ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, BEARSDEN
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Ecumenical Advent Service

& At2 pm on Saturday December 9th 2023, in Glasgow Cathedral
> CASTLE STREET, GLASGOW, G4 0QZ

Glasgow joins with Bethlehem in an Ecumenical Advent Service
simulcast between the two twinned cities.

We pray for all those killed and injured, those taken hostage and those in anguish in
Bethlehem and within our own communities here in Glasgow as they fear for family
and friends. The community in Bethlehem will be gathered in the Chapel of the
Divine Child at Bethlehem University.

There will be a reception in the Cathedral supported by the
Lord Provost’s Office after the service.

The service is free to attend and walk-ins are welcome on the day,

however, to assist with our planning for catering please register at:

friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/glasgow-service2023

FHL Presented by Friends of the Holy Land ‘a
and Embrace the Middle East in partnership EMBRACE
the Middle East
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BRICKS WITHOUT STRAW

BRIEF SUMMARY

. & & & &
SPIRITUAL REALITY s |

The responses discussed the varied ways in which our church communities interact with the Divine.

Churches employ creativity in marking seasons & festivals, emphasising the role of art and music in C % $$% $
enhancing spirituality. Effective communication methods, both digital and traditional, are highlighted, $ " "

as is technology's role in making worship accessible. The responses explored how church activities

foster spiritual growth and formation. Ecumenical relations & outreach efforts are showeased, along

with reflections on the balance between private spirituality and corporate worship and the church's C B

role in providing a space for peace, prayer, & gentle holiness.
MISSIONAL REALITY ) L $ 8

Our churches exhibit a multifaceted approach to mission through engagement and outreach, focusing %
n issues such as cost of living crisis, po ddiction, and social isolation. Church buildi c 0 ( $
on iss s cos ving crisis, poverty, addiction, social isolation. Church buildings are
used to create welcoming hubs, sustaining the work of allied local groups & charities. Churches & & $
actively participate in ecumenical & interfaith collaboration, showcasing various joint initiatives.
Often, missional intentionality emerges supported by our. common call to share and live out the Good

News. C (D

: "8E & $" B(
FINANCIAL REALITY
e responses delve into the financial sustainability of churches, addressing common issues such as C " $ $

deficits and expensive repairs. The need for new financial management approaches is brought up. 0 .
Responders also mention church members' concerns about finances, highlighting the need for clearer $$ $ ( N,
communication with the wider church community on financial matters such as income sources,

investments, & expenditure. The survey results show a consideration of exploring various income ' & $ && &
sources within and outwith the congregation and sharing past stewardship campaigns' successes. The

churches' budget provision for clergy care and development are explored. ) $

Even in challenging circumstances, the work of the Holy Spirit is evident across our congregations and $ % ( $
the surveys note a variety of ministries, events and developments that we hope to explore together in 8 &" $
the coming months, to learn from them and to share them with a wider audience. The survey results
have been instrumental in identifying areas requiring further diocesan support and resources, $ ) 8 -
including: Stewardship/Giving Campaigns and Strategies, need for vestry training & support for ( $ 6
understaing their role as both a charitable trustee & supporter of the congregation’s
spiritual /missional direction, providing spiritual nourishment to congregations in search. $: !
LANARKSHIRE
= RESPONDED GLASGOW NE 6.3x
- DID NOT RESPOND 63
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( $% $ > %9

AYRSHIRE (8/0)
GALLOWAY (7/7)
GLASGOW NHW (5/1)
GLASGOW S (4/0)

RENFREWSHIRE
12.5%

32 RESPONSES

54 CONGREGATIONS ¥ $ & $ $% B
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- NEVER DOUBT.

doubt, my dearest love..........
Leep your bri htest sin view.
uib that Tam faithful, ...
| the time of Qeunr. .4
h&t\;&t shies will c\w,
e nappy onceagain........
. h’ife must be an end......
ration,strife and pain...
oubt my hearts devotlon.,

{for joy or sorrow......
'your hopes and fears..

['ll be watting~....
'mzn.tlg far o
elieve, and never doubt .....
st of Me. Lsgck. bo be.... o
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Nativity Word Scramble

. STRA

. MAGREN

. MYAR

. SEPHE

. DOEYKN

. AEGLN

. JPHOES

. JSSEU

. KIGSN

. STBALE

All these words come from
the Christmas story. Can
you unscramble them?

www.ActivityVillage.co.uk - Keeping Kids Busy
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